THE PARISH PAPERS

St. James’ Episcopal Church, Parkton, Maryland

April, 2010

Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. James’,

As we prepared for the great feast of Easter this year, we offered a service that is new for us called “Tenebrae”
during Holy Week. The service comes mid-week, Wednesday night, when many of us are caught up with the
routine of dinner, kids’ homework, and projects brought home from the office. Still, the worship committee
decided to offer Tenebrae to those who could attend because it is a beautiful liturgy of psalms and readings that
sets the tone for the Triduum: Maundy Thrusday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday.

The word “Tenebrae” (from the Latin) means “shadow” or “darkness.” The most striking part of the service is
the gradual extinguishing of nine candles until the sanctuary is completely dark. A “great noise” then comes
from the sacristy to represent the earthquake after Christ’s death. After a pause, one lit candle returns to the

sanctuary signifying Christ’s resurrection. With this light dispelling the darkness, everyone departs in silence.

Easter is a season of light and fire. Consider the Easter Vigil--the first Easter service that takes place in many
churches between sunset on Holy Saturday and sunrise on Easter Sunday. The Vigil begins in darkness with a
charcoal fire outside the church. The Paschal candle is blessed and then lit. A priest then carries the candle
along a darkened nave and chants at three stations along the way: “The Light of Christ.” The congregation re-
sponds: “Thanks be to God.” The Exsultet is then chanted, beginning:

Exult, all creation around God's throne!
Jesus Christ, our King, is risen!
Sound the trumpet of salvation!

The chant concludes with these words:
Accept this Easter candle,
a flame divided but undimmed
a pillar of fire that glows to the honor of God.”

Easter brings extraordinary hope! The proclamation of Easter and its transforming light, dispels the darkness of
this life and brightens our joys. When we see a loved one suffer or lose someone we love, when we celebrate a
child who has recovered from illness or celebrate the return of a son or daughter from military service, our lives
are touched in passionate ways. The light of Tenebrae, the light of the Easter, reveals to us the triumph of faith
and new life. We are a resurrection people who in the midst of dark realities of this world live by “a flame di-
vided but undimmed,” proclaiming, by candle, by sunrise, and by our changed hearts: “Jesus Christ, our King, is
risen.”

The Easter season continues for seven weeks. During this time, let us embrace the light of Christ. Indeed, let us
keep this feast in our hearts all our days, for it is the very heart of our faith.

This is the Expected and Holy Day,

the One among the Sabbatbhs,

the Sovereign and Lady of days,

Feast of feasts, Celebration of celebrations...

Blessings Everyonel!
Elizabeth+
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Stewardship /Finance Dottie Arthur

Never Too Late to Pledge
New pledges are still trickling in with a total of 48. Thank youl! It is never too late to pick up a

yellow pledge card and make a commitment to St. James” Church.

A big “thank you” to the Men’s Group for a successful Upcoming Events

Pancake Supper. Everyone who attended had plenty to | April 11 — Mortgage Meal, 5:30 pm
April 12 - Finance Meeting, 7 pm

eat and the fellowship was great. This money was put i mng,
May 9 - Memorial Dedication,

into our budget as a fundraiser. 11:30

:30 am
Due to snowstorms in February, we have had to May 15 — SpringFest “A Green
reschedule the Dedication of Memorials for May 9. Country Fair”

Building & Grounds Jack Arthur
Help Wanted!

We are in need of a volunteer to help assist in the set up for various groups that use our facility. This person
will need to be present before the event to see that the lights are on and the heat is turned to the proper set-
ting. They will need to be there at closing to insure that the building is secure and ready for the next day’s
events. If interested, please contact Jack Arthur for details.

Adam Smith has presented his plans for the shed that will be constructed near the outdoor play area. This
much needed space will be used by both the Preschool and the church to store materials that are not used
on a daily basis. This will be done as part of Adam’s Eagle Scout project. Many Thanks to Adam for his fine
presentation to the Vestry and his efforts on our behalfl

Steve Fox has had the Thanksgiving and Memorial nameplates engraved and they will be installed in the
appropriate locations.

Recycling has now changed so that all paper, plastic and cans will be discarded in one container. The blue
container in the Parish Hall, under the bulletin board near the kitchen door is to be used for that purpose.
Another blue container is located outside the back kitchen door and may be used as well. Thank you for
recycling!

Please remember that we do not have a Church Sexton. We need your help in keeping our space clean and
neat for all to enjoy.

Mortgage Hungarian Dinner
Meal April 11 in the Parish Hall. 5:30 p.m.

Tell your friends! Free-will offering.




SpringFest Planning Continues Parish Meeting

Join the SpringFest Planning team and be a part of St. James’
biggest annual fundraiser. Help is needed in all areas, including| ~ April 24 following the 10:15 am service will be
donations, vendors, advertising, logistics and activities. the Annual Parish Meeting, Members of the Ves-

t her i hairs will give repor
Not sure what SpringFest is all about? Come to the next tey ;nd othe fcol:;n mhtteehc I?I S “; & VZ cpo .ts
planning potluck meeting Aptil 21, 6:30 pm in the on the state ot the church. Hear from the sentor

Parish Hall. Bring a dish and your ideas to share! warden, junior warden, treasurer and others.
Please plan to attend.

SpringFest: May 15, 9 am-3 pm

New Vestry Members Nominated

On Sunday, April 25 we will elect three new vestry people for a three-year term. The Nominating Committee
is Beth Kilgore, Steve Fox and Dottie Arthur. They are nominating the following: Sharon Tillman, Bonnie

Wilhelm and Richard Williams. Each one brings new ideas and experiences to St. James’ vestry. Please attend
the annual Parish Meeting to meet the nominees and hear reports from the various committees of the church.

“Blue Boxes” — United Thank Offering

Last month, we started our UT'O Blue Boxes as a way to help us remember our many blessings and grateful
joys. Itis a prayer tool that anyone can use to bring “ourselves, our souls, our bodies” to God in a sacrifice
of thanksgiving. Every coin from every blue box is given away in grants both here and abroad to projects
that affect children and mothers. Our gifts of thanks are joined with every church, diocese and province in
the Anglican Communion. Last year, more than $2 million was given to projects around the world. Maryland
received two grants: Ghanian Mother’s Hope and Turnabout Café totaling $70,000. If you haven’t picked up
your box, please do so along with a prayer sheet to help you get started. On Mother’s Day, May 11, St.
James’ will have its Ingathering in preparation for the Diocesan Ingathering on May 26 at the Church of St.

Katherine of Alexandria, Baltimore.
|

SpringFest Update

Nearly New Table - Springfest is just around the corner and I'm looking for contributions of gently used
house wares, tools, jewelry, toys and decorative items. We will begin collecting these things in the Parish
Hall beginning May 2. Please, no large furniture, clothing or electronics. - Ann Herring

Used Books, Movies, Gaming and Music - Please donate your used novels, non-fiction (no encyclope-
dias please), books on tape, video games, DVDs, CDs, etc. beginning April 18. - Beth Kilgore

Program Ads - Help sell ads in the SpringFest program. Ask your hairdresser, mechanic, favorite shop,
etc. to buy an ad. Form found online and in the Parish Hall. Deadline May 1. - Fred Ferry

Silent Auction Donations - Gift cards, tickets, trips, services, wine, artwork, specialty items, gift baskets,
etc. all needed. Letters available online and in Parish Hall - Chuck and Barbara Schomann

>

Vendors - Know a crafter, someone who sells a specialty item or has a “home party” sales business?

Contract online and in Parish Hall. - Sharon Tillman

Green Vendors - For-profit green companies, non-profit green organizations all needed for this new area.
Non-profits free. Contract online and in Parish Hall - Fred Ferry and Tim Pickering




Social Outreach Ann Herring
Food Bank Needs Our Help

Hereford Food Bank - We appreciate your faithful support of this community project. Please
remember the need is ongoing. An easy way to keep our contributions going is to bring one item
with you as you leave for church each Sunday. All contributions are appreciated and can include
toiletries as well as paper products and cleaning supplies. Many thanks for your generosity.

Newsletter Deadline Sharon Tillman
To receive a link to the newsletter on the St. James” Web site, send Sharon Tillman your e-mail address. If
you are no longer attending St. James’ but want to get the monthly newsletter, please send us a donation to
cover the costs of mailing or request to receive the online notification. Many churches do this to help with
mailing expenses. Please send your request to stillman@episcopalmaryland.org.

The deadline for the St. James’ Church newsletter is the Thursday following the Vestry Meeting. Parish
Papers is published monthly, with the exception of the July/August issue. May issue deadline: 4/22/10

2010 Diocesan Youth Events

Junior High Nightwatch: Ap
The bus leaves from Ellicott C
p.m. This is a fabulous trip for
be our chaperone this year. Co¢

ohn the Divine, New York City
. and returns to Ellicott City on Sunday at 4:30
ative, spiritual, and lots of fun! Kathy Walker will

Province III Youth Retreat: April 9-11, Bishop Claggett Center
Convention 2010: April 30-May 1, Marriott Hunt Valley Inn
Honduras Mission trips application available

Appalachian Mission trip application available

These are great opportunities to celebrate with our youth, For information, costs or to
request an application, contact the Rev. Wes Wubbenhorst, 410-467-1399,
wwubbenhorst@episcopalmaryland.org.

News From the Diocese of Maryland

Find information about the diocese online at episcopalmaryland.org. Sign up at the Episcopal Diocese

of Maryland Web site for the Parish Mailing, with news and updates on diocesan events and programs.

Visit the St. James” Web site, stjamesparkton.org, for meeting information, forms and flyers, news and

notes about the parish and all we do.




Shingles Available

While we are talking about keeping out the bad
weather, remember the roof, and aren’t you glad we ——N ’/_J_/
had it finished before our last two blizzards. We /
need to keep buying the shingle bundles to pay off

the loan made available to us in order to complete the roof project. We have a long
way to go to complete that payment.

Environmental Initiatives Committee Doug Harbit

THERMA-SHAVE

Burma-Shave was an American brand of brushless shaving cream, famous for its advertising gimmick
of posting humorous rhyming poems on small, sequential highway billboard signs. ~ Wikipedia at:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burma-Shave

Some of us are old enough to remember those eye-catching, and smile-making roadside signs by Burma-
Shave. According to Wikipedia, the Internet’s encyclopedia, the signs appeared along roadsides between
1925 and 1963 in almost every state of the continental US — including Maryland.

In April, St. James’ will launch our updated version called “therma-shave.” Therma-shave will be the visual
representation of our walk to energy self-sufficiency. We will start by measuring the size of our ‘carbon

footprint’ as we begin to take the first steps toward its elimination. The first footprint will be very large, but
with energy conservation and renewable energy systems in the years ahead we will shave our dependence on

thermal, carbon-based energy.

On April 11 our first carbon footprint will be on display in the Parish Hall. For two weeks everyone will
have an opportunity to guess the size of the footprint as measured in pounds of carbon emitted into the
atmosphere every year. On April 25, Fred Ferry and Doug Harbit will teach the high school Sunday school
class and the students will “do the math” and figure out how big the footprint really is. The results will be
announced after church and the person who comes closest to guessing its size will win a very cool photo-

voltaic prize.

We will then put our first carbon footprint on display along York Road. Next year, when we calculate the
size of our carbon footprint and put it on display, we hope that it will be visibly smaller. As we make pro-
gress toward the elimination of our dependence on carbon-based energy, the ‘therma-shave’ footprint signs
along York Road will become smaller, and smaller, until... they... eventually... just... disappear...!
SUCCESS!

The Environmental Initiatives Committee meeting schedule:

Sunday, April 11 at 11:30 a.m.
Guest will be Myra Frasier from the Environmental Steering Committee of the Diocese of Maryland

Sunday, May 9 at 11:30 a.m.
Invited guest is Andrew Gohn, Clean Energy Program Manager, Maryland Energy Administration







