THE PARISH PAPERS

St. James” Episcopal Church Parkton, Maryland

May, 2009

Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. James',

Eastertide: The children in the Preschool planted snapdragon, pansy and marigold seeds today. This
past week, the teachers read stories about seeds and how they grow—from fertile soil to flower. In chapel,
we talked about Jesus’ parable of the sower. What a delight it is to see children experience the wonder of
planting and sharing stories about their own gardens.

Eastertide: Three of our teen-agers, Molly, Laura, and Annie, cleared the land of sticks and limbs on
the Braine farm. They filled wheelbarrow after wheelbarrow of the brown, dead branches of winter. These
girls--so lovely, so lithe--rolled the heavy wheelbarrow along the path to a growing pile down the hill. They
did this with laughter and aplomb. When we were weary, we sat on the Braine deck and watched the sunset.
Bud cooked burgers and vegetables on the grill--even one extraordinary portobello mushroom for me. (It
was the best mushroom I ever tasted!) Beverly and I weeded the hanging baskets of old roots, dead plants.
The evening was transformative. (Money was also earned to purchase a tree for the Bishop Claggett Center.)

Eastertide: Stanley Kunitz at 100 years old, was still able to work in his seaside garden in Province-
town. His book, The Wild Braid: A Poet Reflects on a Century in the Garden is one of my favorites. In the spring
of 2003, he experienced a near-fatal heart attack, but when he revived, he felt he lived on in "a transformed
state." What made the difference for him was his garden. "Clear my calendar," he said in hospital to a friend:
"All T want to do is write poems and be in the garden." With the wisdom of years and the simplicity of pur-
pose, Kunitz (Pulitzer Prize winner and former professor at Columbia University) wrote about the meaning
of this work:

"In the beginning, a garden holds infinite possibilities. What sense of its nature, or its
kingdom, is it going to convey? It represents a selection, not only of whatever individual plants we
consider to be beantiful, but also a synthesis that creates a new kind of beanty, that of a complex
and nmultiple world. What you plant in your garden reflects your own sensibility, your concept of
beanty; your sense of form."

Eastertide: Martha, Donna, and I gathered in early spring by the daffodil
garden at the Wiggins' home. We said prayers for Ben, his life and spirit, and his
love of gardening. Daffodils, memories of shared experiences, and faith, mingled
together.

Eastertide: Mary Magdalene comes to the tomb to find it empty. She suddenly turns around to see
Jesus standing there. She does not recognize him. Jesus asks: "Why are you weeping? Who ate you looking
for?" Thinking it was the gardener, she said, "If it is you, sir, who removed him, tell me where you have laid
him, and I will take him away." Jesus said, 'Mary!" She turned and said to him, 'Rabbuni!' (which is Hebrew
for "Teacher")." ...Mary of Magdala ran to tell the disciples, 'I have seen the Lord!"

Eastertide: A time for gardens, new birth, new possibilities, faith in the afterlife, and a willingness to
proclaim, along with Mary Magdalene: "I have seen the Lord!"

Blessings,

Elizabeth+
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Christian Education Sue Wallis
Another Great School Year!

Our Sunday school program has been a very
successful one again this year. We are blessed
with a terrific staff of teachers, who work
faithfully to spread the word of
our Lord each Sunday.

We would like to celebrate our children and
teachers on the last Sunday of classes on
June 7. Please plan to join us for a special
presentation and coffee hour afterwards.

On June 14 we will gather together at Genesee
Valley for a church picnic.

Many thanks to all who contributed to another
great year.

Calling all Acolytes, Bell Ringers & Altar Guild volunteers
Come celebrate the end of the year and your service to St. James’.
How?

An outdoor picnic with hamburgers,
hot dogs provided
Where?

At the Tillman’s
2812 Anderson Road, White Hall
When?

Sunday, June 7
6 p.m.

What to bring?

Salads, chips, drinks, fruit, desserts
How to let us know?

Call & RSVP: 410-357-4473

Men’s Group Scott Philip
Men’s Group Date Change

The St. James’ Church Men’s Group will

meet Saturday, May 9 rather than the first

Saturday of the month. Please join them in

tellowship and service. Special thanks to the

men who scraped and painted windows on

April 18, brightening the church.

St. James’ Celebrates the Feast of the Ascension ¢ Thursday, May 21 ¢ 7 p.m. with Choir

The celebration of the Ascension is a major feast day. It is always celebrated 40 days after Easter--the sixth
Thursday. The Feast recognizes Jesus’ ascent into heaven as recorded in the Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles.
The Feast is not simply about Jesus’ physical ascent, but about his reception into heaven and our own redemption.
The Feast primarily recognizes how our own humanity is raised with Christ’s so that we discover our own full
spiritual nature. The hymn we often sing at Ascension (In Babilone) speaks to this idea:

L)

significant day.

“Thou hast raised our

human nature on the clouds to God’s right hand: there we sit in heavenly places,
there with thee in glory stand. Jesus reigns, adored by angels; Many with God is on
the throne; mighty Lord, in thine ascension, we by faith behold our own.” We are
blessed to have the choir with us the evening of the 21st to help us celebrate this

One unique Italian custom is to eat some kind of bird on this day to recognize how
Jesus “flew” away from us.

Mortgage
Meal

Thanks to the Youth for a wonderful April breakfast! The next
meal will be the Parish Picnic on June 14 at Genesee Valley.




SpringFest News & Notes

SpringFest Announcements

The Nearly New Table needs gently used toys, small
tools and household items. No clothing, electronics or
large furniture. Collection: Parish Hall beginning May 4.
Ann Herring, chairperson, 410-343-0693

The Media Table needs CDs, DVDs and books:
children, novels and non-fiction. Cookbooks, up-scale
magazines and records small quantities. No encyclopedias.
Collection begins May 4 in the Parish Hall. Ginny North,
chairperson, 410-343-1649.

Flea Market Space Available. Contact Sharon Tillman to
reserve a 10x12 space for $15. Vendor spaces $25.
410-357-5011.

Attention Chili Makers and Cake Bakers: Enter a gallon
of Chili for judging by our SpringFest guests, or bake a
master Cake for auction. Barbara Moffett has a sign up
sheet for Bake Table donations in the Parish Hall.

Silent Auction items needed: new items, services, gift
cards, themed baskets, wine, tickets, trips, outings... See
Chuck Schomann to donate items.

Volunteers needed from set-up to clean-up and all day in
between. Contact Chris Tillman, event chair, and see
where you can help. 443-465-9818.

Who will be the King and Queen of SpringFest? Enter
your paragraph - "What does St. James' Church mean to
your" Entries due to Dottie Arthur by May 10. Open to
Middle and High School youth.

Pot your annuals and perennials for the Plant Area. See
April Snyder for details.

Look for the Program Ad form in the newsletter.

Tell your friends and family about
SpringFest. Visit www.stjamesparkton.org
and download the flyer, ad form and Silent
Auction request letter. E-mail to your
contacts, put flyers up where you work and
shop—any help getting the word out will be
great. Thanks!

14th Annual St. James’

Springfest

Saturday, May 16

9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Live Entertainment
Children’s Area

Silent Auction

Civil War Encampment
Lots of Great Food ’
Crafters/Flea Market

v d

Plants, Jewelry, Gifts
Wine Tasting

Chili Cook-Off and Cake Auction
Don’t Miss the Early Bird Breakfast:
8:30 a.m.
10x12 Vendor Spaces Available: 410-357-4473

Set-up begins: 7 a.m.

Coffee is available in

the morning.

Clean up: 3 p.m.
Many hands make
light work...

e

Welcome back the soldiers of the 13th Virginia, Company K!




Place your ad in the 2009 SpringFest Silent Auction Program

Ad Size Cost Format
Business Card 27x3.5” ot $15 supply business card or PDF for scanning or electronic file
3.57x2” (jpeg, tiff or gif) of card
Half Page 4’ x4.5” $30 supply PDF for scanning or jpeg, tiff or gif file

Full Page 7.5” x4.5” $50 supply PDF for scanning or jpeg, tiff or gif file

Your ad will be placed in the program along with ads from area merchants and service providers.
Name Phone

Address E-mail

Please make checks payable to St. James’ Church with “SpringFest Ad” in the memo line. Deadline for ads is May
10. Contact Fred Ferry fredlferrv@hotmail.com with questions or to submit electronic files. All other submissions
can be mailed to St. James’” Church, PO Box 420, Parkton, MD 21120.

Thanks for your support!

Hereford Parade Barbara Moffett

St. James’ Church Float
Hereford Independence Day Parade

Festival-Car Show-Parade-Fireworks “Celebrating the Grand Old Flag”
July 5, 2009

We need YOU to volunteer to help with planning, decorating and participating in
the second annual St. James’ Parade Float! If you have any ideas for the theme of our
float this year, please let me know, 410-329-6715.

May Birthdays |
L May
7 Susan Walters 26 Martha Hendrix \ Anniversaries
8 Caroline Jack 27 Jenny Hellert
9 Donna Gribble 30 Ginny North 5 Trevor & Beth Kilgore

15 Mel & Jennie Hellert

27 John & Genevieve
Merryman

29 Jim & Rebecca Kraft

12 Trevor Kraft 31 Joyce Ferry
14 Kathy Waugh

15 Beth Kilgore, Dottie Arthur

25 Mrytle Leary







