
   THE PARISH PAPERS 
 St. James’ Episcopal Church, Parkton, Maryland 
 
                       May, 2010  

Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. James’, 
  

The Preschool children and I gathered in church this morning and talked about the Easter 
story of Jesus meeting his friends on the beach and sharing bread and fish together. 
 
The children hunted for the sticks and the frying pan hidden in the pews, and brought all 
together for a make-believe breakfast on the beach. We talked about boats, beaches,  fishing, 
friendship, Jesus, and the importance of celebrating life—no anger, resentments, jealousies, 
cynicism—simply life together [in Christ].  Basic theology and ethics 101! 
 
St. James’ will be celebrating “life together” all through May. First and foremost, we shall 
gather for the best SpringFest ever—“A Green Country Fair” Saturday, May 15th.  As  
parish and preschool, we shall enjoy the day’s festivities with a children’s play area, live  
entertainment, a giant silent auction, pit beef, crafters, garden plants, books, wine tasting,  

and a new green zone with special vendors and environmental organizations. It will be a lively, fun day! Bring 
your family, friends, children, lawn chairs, appetite, and good spirit! How fabulous can you get? 
 
The Preschool will hold their Mexican Dinner: “Cinco de Mayo,” May 7th - another celebratory event! Our  
parish is invited to join in the festivities and a delicious dinner featuring tacos and quesadillas (not quite bread 
and fish, but still, “life together”). 
 
May also holds three liturgical celebrations: the 1549 Prayer Book Service (May 2nd), the Ascension Day Service 
(May 13th), and our Pentecost Service (May 23rd). The Preschool will come together at the end of the year with 
their Graduation Service in the sanctuary and a picnic—May 20th. Again, celebrations of our “life together.” 
 
It’s “just spring”— that “mud-luscious” time of year (e.e.cummings)! After a winter of too much snow and too 
many hardships, we are amazed by the month of May--its blossoms, its green all around us. Sometimes this  
season leaves us speechless. “It's spring fever,” Mark Twain says, “you don't quite know what it is you do want, 
but it just fairly makes your heart ache, you want it so!” And Ellis Peters speaks of its delight: “Every spring is 
the only spring—a perpetual astonishment.” 
 
For those of us who keep the faith, the collect for the Fifth Sunday of 
Easter—the 9th of May—offers another kind of astonishment as  
experienced long ago when Jesus’ Beloved disciple recognized Jesus on 
the shore: “It is the Lord!”: “O God, you have prepared for those who 
love you such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our 
hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and  
above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we  
can desire…”  
 
 Blessings Always, 

 Elizabeth+ 
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Preschool 
Dinner 

Mexican Feast 
May 7 in the Parish Hall. 5-8 p.m. 

Tell your friends! Free-will offering.  

Stewardship/Finance                                                   Dottie Arthur 
Support St. James’ Events 

 
Again, let me thank you for your  
financial support, your time and your 
talents. Without your participation in 
stewardship, the committee would not 
be able to tend to business. 
 
At our last meeting, we came up with 
ideas for future activities and events. 
  
Beginning this summer, we will be  
cooking and selling Pit Beef on the second Saturday of each month. Larry Gribble is organizing 
this. More information to follow.  

O Maker of  Worlds 

O Maker of Worlds beyond us, 

help us to live in the world we know in peace with one another, 

a kaleidoscope of nations, 

a patchwork quilt of ways and wills that rise from the depths of cultures created by Your love. 

Open us to the richness of one another's vision and the good we can accomplish when we share 
one another's views. 

We pray this prayer of unity and peace in the hope of Shalom. 

Amen 

Sister Miriam Therese Winter 
--Submitted by Jennie Hellert 

Upcoming Events 
May 9 -  Memorial Dedication, 11:30 am    
May 15 – SpringFest “A Green Country Fair” 
June 27 – Diocese Day at Camden Yards: Orioles  
  vs Nationals (Parish Picnic Day) 
July 5 – The Hereford 4th of July Parade  
August 28 – 2nd Annual Yard Sale 
Sept.18 – Annual Crab Feast 
Oct. TBD – October Fest Mortgage Meal 

We will have a taco and quesadilla bar as well as a variety 
of  other Mexican dishes and desserts.  

BYOB and  a margarita machine.  



SpringFest Help Needed 
Join the SpringFest fun by volunteering to work the day of the 
event. Help needed at 7 a.m. for set up and 3 p.m. for clean up 

and in between all day at the St. James’ tables.  
 

Not sure what SpringFest is all about? Come to the next  
planning potluck meeting May 5, 6:30 pm in the  

Parish Hall. Bring a dish and your ideas to share! 

THE 1549 PRAYER BOOK SERVICE—May 2 

For the 10:15 a.m. service Sunday, May 2, we will  
celebrate the Holy Eucharist using the 1549 Prayer Book  
Service. We will follow the traditions of that era (Edward 
VI): an eastward facing altar, no hymns, a different order 
of service, no Old Testament lesson, no presentation of 
gifts. The service itself is close to Rite I, but it shall  
include the language of the 1549 Prayer Book. Do come 
in costume. Examples of 16th century garb can be found 
on the bulletin board in the Parish Hall. Bring cameras 
for photos at the coffee hour! 

SpringFest: May 15, 9 am-3 pm 

“Blue Boxes” – United Thank Offering 
 

“God gave you the gift of 86,000 seconds today, have you used one to say “thank you?” 
 

On Mother’s Day, May 9, we will have an Ingathering at St. James’ 
during our worship services. What a wonderful way to give thanks to 
all Mothers by bringing in our offering in the Blue Boxes or UTO 
envelope. All the money goes to programs for women and children 
around the world. 
 
The Blue Boxes are an on-going way to give thanks year in and year 
out. We are hoping you will continue to use your Blue Boxes by  
enclosing a check for the amount inside the box that represents  
thankfulness. Envelopes are available in the parish hall. Or you can 
place a check in the basket made out to St. James’. On the memo line, 
write UTO/060306. All money will be presented at the Diocesan  
Ingathering on Wed. May 26 at the Church of St. Katherine of  
Alexandria, 2001 Division St., Baltimore at 10:15 a.m. Bring a bag 
lunch and join us for this celebration. 

SpringFest Update 
 

Nearly New Table -  Springfest is just around the corner and I'm looking for contributions of gently used 
house wares, tools, jewelry, toys and decorative items. We will begin collecting these things in the Parish 
Hall beginning May 2.  Please, no large furniture, clothing or electronics.  - Ann Herring 
 
Used Books, Movies, Gaming and Music - Please donate your used novels, non-fiction (no encyclope-
dias please), books on tape, video games, DVDs, CDs, etc. beginning  April 18. -  Beth Kilgore 
 
Program Ads  -  Help sell ads in the SpringFest program. Ask your hairdresser, mechanic, favorite shop, 
etc. to buy an ad. Form found online and in the Parish Hall. Deadline May 1. - Fred Ferry 
 
Silent Auction Donations - Gift cards, tickets, trips, services, wine, artwork, specialty items, gift baskets, 
etc. all needed. Letters available online and in Parish Hall - Chuck and Barbara Schomann 
 
Vendors - Know a crafter, someone who sells a specialty item or has a “home party” sales business?  
Contract online and in Parish Hall. - Sharon Tillman  
 
Green Vendors - For-profit green companies, non-profit green organizations all needed for this new area. 
Non-profits free. Contract online and in Parish Hall - Fred Ferry and Tim Pickering 



News From the Diocese of  Maryland 

Find information about the diocese online at episcopalmaryland.org. Sign up at the Episcopal Diocese 
of Maryland Web site for the Parish Mailing, with news and updates on diocesan events and programs. 

Visit the St. James’ Web site, stjamesparkton.org, for meeting information, forms and flyers, news and 
notes about the parish and all we do.   

Social Outreach                                                                           Ann Herring 
Food Bank Needs Our Help 

 
For years, St. James’ Church has supported the Hereford Food Bank as part of its Social  
Outreach program. In view of the current economic conditions, the Food Bank has seen a large  
increase in the number of families seeking assistance. Unfortunately, church member contributions 
have fallen off. Please consider bringing and item or two to church or the Parish Hall on  
Sundays. Help keep this the successful program it has been in the past. 

2010 Diocesan Youth Events 
These are great opportunities to celebrate with our youth, For information, costs or to request an 

application, contact the Rev. Wes Wubbenhorst, 410-467-1399,  
wwubbenhorst@episcopalmaryland.org.  

Newsletter Deadline         Sharon Tillman 
To receive a link to the newsletter on the St. James’ Web site, send Sharon Tillman your e-mail address. If 
you are no longer attending St. James’ but want to get the monthly newsletter, please send us a donation to 
cover the costs of mailing or request to receive the online notification. Many churches do this to help with 
mailing expenses. Please send your request to stillman@episcopalmaryland.org.  
 
The deadline for the St. James’ Church newsletter is the Thursday following the Vestry Meeting. Parish 
Papers is published monthly, with the exception of the July/August issue. June issue deadline: 5/20/10 

HELP FOR OUR PARISHIONER FAMILY—THE SWENSENS 

Susie and Chris Swensen, parents of Eric, Kelly, Emily, and Jason, are going through a difficult 
time. Kelly, their 10-year old daughter, recently had surgery for a brain tumor while Susie, the 
mother, is undergoing chemotherapy for lung cancer. A bull roast and silent auction will be held at 
Our Lady of Grace Saturday, May 8, 7 p.m. to midnight, to benefit the family. Cost for the evening 
of food, dancing, raffles, and auction: $50.  

Question or for tickets call 443-326-0182 or swensenbullroast@gmail.com.  



Shingles Available 
 
We need to keep buying the shingle bundles to pay 
off  the loan made available to us in order to re-
place the church roof. We have a long way to go to 
complete that payment. Make checks payable to St. 
James’ Church with “shingle bundles” in the memo line. Bundles are $125 each and 
can be given to honor a loved one.  

Environmental Initiatives Committee                                               Doug Harbit 
 

Thanks Laura and Parisa! 
On Monday evening, April 19th, Laura Greeley and Parisa Kaliush, both seniors at Hereford High School 
raced home from school, changed their clothes, and dashed to the Baltimore County Council office building 
in Towson to testify on behalf of renewable energy and a cleaner environment.  The audience:  The Balti-
more County Council who had convened a public hearing on proposed changes in zoning laws regulating 
wind turbines. 

 

The legislation was controversial, so more than 40 speakers had arrived before 7 p.m. to express their opin-
ions.  Each speaker was allowed only 3 minutes.  Laura’s turn came about a half hour into the public hear-
ing.  Her presentation was the first of what would be a series of comments from renewable energy advo-
cates.  Parisa wrapped up the presentation from the group of speakers that included representatives from 
the Baltimore Climate Coalition, the Sierra Club, the US Green Building Council, the Maryland Energy Ad-
ministration, the League of Conservation Voters, and others. 

 

Public hearings are long, and usually boring affairs.  And when the County Council is faced with a room full 
of speakers, it is late at night, and the public hearing will drag out for hours; they usually don’t interrupt the 
proceedings for comments.  On Monday night, the Council asked follow up questions of only 4 speakers.  
And Laura and Parisa were two of the four. 

 

The Council Councilmen were so impressed with the calm, articulate, and intelligent comments of both 
Laura and Parisa, they just had to stop the meeting long enough to say thank you and to ask for more infor-
mation.  When the public hearing ended, Councilman Bryan McIntire, an outspoken critic of wind turbines, 
raced down from the dais and up the center aisle of the Council Chambers in order to catch the group from 
St. James’ before they left.  He wanted us to know that he planned to do everything in his power to pass 
special legislation that would permit the prompt erection of the anemometer at St. James’ Church.  Thanks 
Laura and Parisa for a job well done. 

 
 

The Environmental Initiatives Committee meeting schedule: 
 
Sunday, May 9 at 11:30 a.m.  
Invited guest is Andrew Gohn, Clean Energy Program Manager, Maryland Energy Administration 
 




